	[image: image2.png]PASSPORT
CK
DEMOCRACY




	
	Module 4: Vote
	
	

[image: image3.png]




	



Vote
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Learning activities summary
Lesson 1: An election campaign

	Starter: Real or fake?
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4. Write up an election speech 

	2. Party and platform (activity sheet)
	5. Political party advertising campaigns

	3. Our party platform 
	


Lesson 2: Speech and debate time

	1. Presentation time
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3. Candidate creator 

	2. Media debate 
	4. I, the activist! (activity sheet)


Lesson 3: Run an election

	1. Run an election 
	5. Counting the votes

	2. How-to-vote cards (upper middle years)
	6. Voting continuum

	3. Leader debate
	Reflection

	4. Voting
	


Lesson 4: Why vote?

	1. Why vote? 
	3. Who’s voting? (activity sheet)

	2. Who can vote? (activity sheet)
	4. Explaining my views (activity sheet)


Lesson 1: An election campaign
Overview
Civics and Citizenship curriculum content

	Curriculum
	Code
	Strand
	Description

	Victorian Curriculum
	VC2HC8K04
	Government and democracy
	How citizens are informed about and can participate in Australia’s democracy, including use of the electoral system, contact with their elected representatives, use of lobby groups, interest groups and direct action

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8K01
	
	

	Victorian Curriculum
	VC2HC8S06
	Participating in civic processes
	Engage in democratic decision-making, such as reaching consensus and voting

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8S05
	Communication and reflection
	Create descriptions, explanations and arguments using civics and citizenship knowledge, concepts and terms that reference evidence


Learning activities

	Starter: Real or fake?
	3b. What have we changed?

	1. Candidate nominations
	4. Write up an election speech 

	2. Party and platform (activity sheet)
	5. Political party advertising campaigns

	3. Our party platform 
	


	Learning intentions
	Success criteria

	Investigate and apply persuasive techniques used in election campaigns
	Persuasive language was used to communicate a point of view

	
	Listened to points of view of others

	Develop a campaign speech
	Identified a range of information sources about an issue

	Essential questions
	Key concepts 

	What is a platform?
	An opinion poll is a survey given to a small number of people. Results are used to show how people feel and think about a certain issue.  


Additional resources

Not appropriate for use in classroom due to language used by the presenters, however good analysis of political campaign ads: Gruen Nation, 2013, Episode 1, Series 2, YouTube video on election campaigns, ABC, viewed 28 January 2015, <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1Agm0oUAIo>.

Behind the News, 2013, Election Campaign, video, ABC, viewed 28 January 2015, <http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3820118.htm>.

Education Portal, USA, Nominating a Presidential Candidate: The Process and Its Strengths & Weaknesses, animation, viewed 28 January 2015, <http://education-portal.com/academy/lesson/nominating-a-presidential-candidate-the-process-its-strengths-weaknesses.html#lesson>.

Activities

Explain: The Governor General of Victoria has issued a writ; the writ says that we have to hold an election. This and the next lesson we will use to get ready for an election. The first step of this process is for you to register a party. You will form parties based on your issue groups. 

Lesson starter: Real of fake?
10 min
In this activity students will familiarise themselves with a range of political parties in Victoria. The list of possible party names is below. Everyone will start standing up. When they hear a party name and students think it is a fake name they need to sit down. 
Party name list: 
· Australian Labour Party
· Liberal Party of Australia
· Evil Marxist Party 
· The Greens
· Free Gucci Party
· People Power Victoria - No Smart Meters
· The Basics Rock’n’Roll Party
· Vote 1 Local Jobs
· Mothers Party
· The Tea Party.
As a class visit the VEC’s website to view the list of currently registered political parties in Victoria. 

Discussion questions:

· From a party’s name can you guess what a party might be about?

· How important is it to choose a ‘good’ party name?

Explain: All political parties must be registered with the Victorian Electoral Commission in order to nominate candidates for an election. When registering a party name, the party officer needs to ensure that their party’s name is not similar to another party’s name or is offensive. 

Students are to form their issue groups and decide on a name for their party/group.

Activity 1: Candidate nominations 
15 min

Explain: Each party must nominate a candidate to run in an election. The candidate will be responsible for delivering a campaign speech and participating in a debate with other party leaders. In their groups students are to ask for volunteers to be a candidate. If there is more than one person, each person will need to make a case as to why they would be the best representative. 

The candidate can be assessed on their presentation skills, whilst other members of the group can choose an assessment task they wish to be assessed on such as creation of a PowerPoint, writing of a campaign speech, design of a campaign banner, reflective journal. 

You can ask students to self-assess. For instance, the student is to write a grade they should receive for participating in an election campaign. The grade should have a justification or evidence of why is to be awarded.

Activity 2: Party and platform
10 min

Explain: Every party who runs in an election needs to establish their political platform (this is like a manifesto which explains what party’s beliefs are, what they would like to do on current political issues and what they stand for. 

Students work in pairs. Provide each pair with the Activity sheet: Party and platform. Students match a political party with its platform. 
Discussion questions:

· Were you able to match the party and the platform?

· How were you able to decide what to match?

· What were the giveaways?

· If you were not able to match the two, what can you do to find out?

· How important is it for electors to know about the policies before going to vote?

· Is there one party from that list that you would pick as a young person? Why or why not?
Once students have successful matched party with a platform, ask them to determine the chances of each party delivering their election promise. They need to grade that chance as a percentage. In a class discussion students should explain why they have weighted a certain party in such a way. If an election would be held tomorrow, which party would they vote for?
Activity sheet: Party and platform

Activity 3: Our party platform 
10 min

Students now need to create a platform, based on their party’s policy for the issue they chose to take action on earlier in the Passport to Democracy unit. They can record their platform on the Party Nomination Form, which can be downloaded from Election Resources.
Note: If students have not completed the Passport to Democracy unit and you are only delivering the Vote module, students should develop their political platform before writing an election speech. This can be in a dot point form. 
Activity 3b: What have we changed?
10 min

This activity is only for students who have taken action on an issue. 

The aim of the activity is for students to reflect as a group on their Passport to Democracy project. Students can incorporate some of their answers into the next activity.

In their groups students need to answer the following questions and provide evidence.

· As a group have you achieved all of the goals of your campaign? What evidence do you have to support this?

· What went well? 

· What could have been done better?

· Have you changed anything from your original plan? Why did you do so? What effect did this have on your project?

· How can you prove your project was a success? 
Activity 4: Write up an election speech
20 min

In their issue groups students should agree on what information will be included in their party’s election speech, which should be structured as outlined below.

Election speech content:

· Introduce the issue and explain why it is an issue.
· What information did you find out from your research (e.g. facts, figures, evidence) that supports the idea that your issue has an impact on the community and therefore needed to be solved? 

· What was your goal? What actions did you take and why? 

· What have you achieved? If you were not able to deliver on any of your actions, explain why and how would you correct it in the future? What have you learnt?

· Why should anyone vote for your party?


Individually, students can complete the online activity Write up an election speech. Once completed, they should read the speeches to each other and choose one or best parts from each speech to be presented to the class. 

Activity 5: Political party advertising campaigns
20 min

Students examine and discuss advertising campaign posters used in the 2014 Victorian State Election.

Building a better Victoria – Liberal Party 2014 campaign

Putting People First – Labour Party 2014 campaign

The Greens 2013 election ad on the Gruen Transfer – In this YouTube video, participants on the Gruen Transfer discuss the effectiveness of the Greens 2013 campaign ad.

Discussion questions:

· What key issues/policies are being targeted in the campaign?

· What slogans or phrases are repeated throughout the advertisement?

· Why do you think they were chosen?

· What other strategies does the campaign use? 

· How effective do you think the campaign is? Why?

· How would you change the campaign to make it more effective?

Election speech campaign presentation or banner
Students will need to create a PowerPoint presentation to accompany their candidate’s speech or at least a banner that can be displayed during the speech time. Any visuals that can accompany their speech time with key messages will assist the voters remembering who they are and what they stand for. 
Activity sheets

 Activity sheet: Party and platform
	Political Party
	Platform
	Rating

	Australian Labour Party 
	· Will invest $50 million to upgrade and build kinders across Victoria.

· Will implement a $320 million TAFE Rescue Fund for campuses across our state

· A $100 million fund to provide  tax relief to companies hiring unemployed youth

· Crack down on puppy farms
	

	Liberal Party of Australia
	· $75 million youth  employment plan

· Tulla freeway widening 

· A new train every month for 10 years

· $127 million to tackle obesity and chronic illness

· Every primary school will have a Primary Welfare Officer 
	

	The Greens
	· Stop the East West link 

· Better funded TAFEs 

· Allowance for  student camps in schools

· Remove the laws on wind energy 

· Financial assistance for firefighters who get cancer whilst working


	

	Australian Sex Party
	· 24 hour trains on weekends

· Decriminalising all drugs for personal use

· Seek to protect private data collected by Myki and CityLink

· In support of same sex marriage

· Support both East-West Link and Melbourne Metro Rail
	

	People Power – No Smart Meters Party
	· Want state owned utility companies

· Smart meters should not be implemented as they pose a health risk

· Respect for human rights
	

	Shooters and Fishers Party 
	· Any laws which are dealing with owning or using of firearms should remain a State responsibility.

· Supports creation of marine protected areas only on the basis of scientific evidence

· Foreign aid should only be budgeted to what we can afford
	

	Vote 1 For local jobs
	· 5% of Government departments should be in regional areas

· Lower the driving age of apprentices to 17 during working hours

· Money spent on Grand Prix should be spent on Western Victorian roads
	


Lesson 2: Speech and debate time
Overview
Civics and Citizenship curriculum content

	Curriculum
	Code
	Strand
	Description

	Victorian Curriculum
	VC2HC8K04
	Government and democracy
	How citizens are informed about and can participate in Australia’s democracy, including use of the electoral system, contact with their elected representatives, use of lobby groups, interest groups and direct action

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8K01
	
	

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC7S03
	Analysis, evaluation and interpretation
	Analyse information, data and ideas about political, legal or civic issues to identify and explain differences in perspectives and potential challenges

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8S05
	Communicating
	Create descriptions, explanations and arguments using civics and citizenship knowledge, concepts and terms that reference evidence

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8S01
	Questioning and research
	Develop questions to investigate Australia’s political and legal systems, and contemporary civic issues


Learning activities

	1. Presentation time
	3. Candidate creator 

	2. Media debate
	4. I, the activist! (activity sheet)


	Learning intentions
	Success criteria

	Present election campaign speeches
	Used persuasive language to communicate a point of view

	
	Listened to others’ points of view

	Essential questions
	Key concepts 

	How do you prepare a 2–3 minute speech on a project?
	An opinion poll is a survey given to a small number of people. Results are used to show how people feel and think about a certain issue.   


Additional resources

Screencast-O-Matic is a free online screen reader, which students can use to record their own reflections on the project.
Education Portal, USA, Nominating a Presidential Candidate: The Process and Its Strengths & Weaknesses, animation, viewed 28 January 2015, <http://education-portal.com/academy/lesson/nominating-a-presidential-candidate-the-process-its-strengths-weaknesses.html#lesson>.
Activities 
Explain: We are using this lesson to get ready for an election. Part of this process is for your party to present its election speech, participate in debates and questions from the public. 

Activity 1: Presentation time
20 min

Party groups present their election speeches.
Activity 2: Media debates 
15 min

Explain: Before the Federal election in 2013, the leaders of the two major parties: Liberal and Labour, agreed to participate in a media debate on the most important issues in Australia, one of them being government policies on Asylum Seekers. 

Watch the 2013 Leaders debate about Asylum Seekers
 and use the discussion points to analyse the effectiveness of both leaders. 

Discussion points:
· How did the leaders answer the question that was asked?

· Where there any similarities in the responses given?

· Who would you say debated better and why? 

· Are these debates helpful in assisting voters deciding who to vote for?

Students will need to know the following before viewing the video:

Pacific Solution was a policy introduced by the Howard Government in 2001. Boats with asylum seekers were intercepted and transferred to be processed on Nauru and Manus Island in Papa New Guinea. The processing of asylum seekers claims for an asylum in Australia, away from the mainland is called off-shore processing. 

In party groups students are to write questions other parties might ask them in a debate that will be run next lesson. Students are to brainstorm and write up their responses.
As they have heard all of the election speeches, they are to write a list of possible questions they would ask of other parties in a debate over their projects.
Activity 3: Candidate creator
10 min
The purpose of this activity is for students to consider and choose characteristics of a candidate they would like to vote for. Students complete the ‘Candidate creator’ online activity in the Vote module. 
Ask students to print out their candidate profiles. In groups of four, students should discuss their chosen characteristics and choose four which are absolutely essential. As a class, record these on a whiteboard. 

Discussion points:
· Is it possible to group some of the characteristics?

· Why are they important? What do they mean? (e.g. leadership, bravery, honesty …)

· How will a characteristic translate into an action?

· Which ones are absolutely essential?


Activity 4: I, the activist!
10 min

Students complete an individual evaluation of the project using the worksheet: Me and active citizenship?
Student can produce their reflection as a podcast or video cast (Screencast-O-Matic). As part of their evaluation, students can post their experiences or tips to other students on how to take action on issues in the comment section below the PTD blog.
Activity sheet: Me and active citizenship?

Activity sheets
Activity sheet: Me and active citizenship?
	Questions
	Answers

	What was your project?
	

	List all of the things you have completed as part of your citizenship project?
	

	What do you know now that you didn’t know before?
	

	What can you do now that you didn’t know how to do before?
	

	As part of this project, what have you learnt about working with other people?
	

	As part of this project, how did you manage to persuade others to understand your point of view?
	

	As part of this project, what have you learnt about how you deal with others or situations you are placed in?
	

	Would you do anything differently?
	

	What skills do you think are needed to be an active citizen in a community?
	

	In future, how likely is it that you would speak out or about issues that affect your community?
	

	Anything else:
	


Lesson 3: Election time
Overview

Civics and Citizenship curriculum content

	Curriculum
	Code
	Strand
	Description

	Victorian Curriculum
	VC2HC8K04
	Government and democracy
	How citizens are informed about and can participate in Australia’s democracy, including use of the electoral system, contact with their elected representatives, use of lobby groups, interest groups and direct action

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8K01
	
	

	Victorian Curriculum
	VC2HC8S06
	Participating in civic processes
	Engage in democratic decision-making, such as reaching consensus and voting

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8S05
	Communicating
	Create descriptions, explanations and arguments using civics and citizenship knowledge, concepts and terms that reference evidence


Learning activities

	1. Run an election 
	5. Counting the votes

	2. How-to-vote cards (upper middle years)
	6. Voting continuum

	3. Leader debate
	Reflection

	4. Voting
	


	Learning intentions
	Success criteria

	Understand the preferential voting process and how elections are run in Victoria
	Cast a formal preferential vote

	
	Explained the preferential vote count

	Essential questions
	Key concepts 

	How are votes counted?
	Voting is a formal act through which a voter in an election chooses the candidate the voter most wants to be the representative for that electorate. Australia has a secret vote, and enforces compulsory voting.

	How is ballot paper completed?
	Preferential voting is voting by placing numbers against the candidates’ names on the ballot paper, in order of voter’s choice. If no candidate has an absolute majority of first preference votes, preferences are distributed until one candidate has an absolute majority.

	Why do we vote?
	Absolute majority is more than 50% of the formal votes in an electorate.


Additional resources

Parliament of Victoria, 2013, How Parliament's Elections Work, video, Melbourne, viewed 28 January 2015, <http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/about/the-parliamentary-system/the-electoral-process>.
Activities
Activity 1: Run an election
5 min
In preparation for running an election, students view the infographic on the ‘Run an election’ page in the Vote module. They need to download, or print, the templates and handouts contained in ‘Election resources’ lower down on this page.

Activity 2: How-to-vote cards (upper middle years)
  10 min

Explain: How-to-vote cards are pamphlets handed out to the voters which encourage voting for a certain party or candidate. 
Each party will need to create a how-to-vote card. The goal of each party is to be listed as second preference (e.g. number '2' is placed next to their name) on other parties’ how-to-vote cards. Members from each party should visit other parties, trying to persuade them. 

After all parties have negotiated with each other, students should return to their own party groups and agree on a party order for their own how-to-vote card.

When they have agreed, students can complete the how-to-vote card template for their party, which they printed or downloaded in Activity 1.

The how-to-vote cards will be shared with students as they are lining up to vote (after the leader debate).
Activity 3: Leader debate
  10 min

Invite all of the party leaders to take a seat in front of the class. The public will ask questions of candidates. This is an opportunity for the candidates to persuade the voters to vote for them. 
Activity 4: Voting
  30 min

Set up a voting centre as per the picture below. You will need a printout of a classroom roll and four student volunteers to act as election officials in the following roles:

· Issuing officer (x2):
· marks each voter’s name off the roll
· issues the ballot paper 

· issues an i-vote badge

· Queue controller: controls the queue 


· Ballot box guard: ensures everyone places their ballot paper into the ballot box


Once the voting centre has been set-up students can proceed to vote. Allocated party members can now distribute how-to-vote cards. 
Use the ‘Ballot paper’ template in Election Resources to create your ballot papers, or book the VEC to run the mock election and preferential count in your class.
Activity 5: Counting the votes
15 min

To illustrate the preferential method of counting votes it is more effective to do the count physically, with each student representing a random ballot paper.

· Put up a sign that represents each issue and one for informal votes around the room.
· Open the ballot box and give each student back a random ballot paper to use in the physical count. They will now represent this voter’s preferences physically.
· Check ballot papers for formal votes. Any repeated numbers or incomplete ballot papers render the ballot invalid and cannot be counted. These papers move to the sign ‘informal’ and will not be involved in the rest of the count. 
· Add up how many formal votes you have. 
· Explain: The number of votes needed to win in a preferential count is called an ‘absolute majority’ – which is 50% of the total number of formal votes, plus 1. 
· For example: 27 formal votes / 50% = 13 + 1 = 14

· Even though half of 27 is 13.5 we do not round up! We are only looking at whole votes. If first preferences don’t reach an absolute majority, then the candidate with the fewest number of votes is defeated. Their votes are re-distributed to the candidate marked number two on the paper. 
· You can also use the ‘Preferential count sheet’ in the Election Resources. 
Activity 6: Voting continuum
15 min

Choose five students in the class to represent the following groups of people:
· Victorian woman (1908)

· Aboriginal man (1963)

· 18 year old (1973)

· South African man (1994)

· Saudi Arabian woman (2015 – only in local council elections)

Explain: The rest of the class has to reach a consensus, deciding in which order each of these representatives received the right to vote. Who was first? Who was last?
This activity encourages students to think about the voting age and young people’s right to voice their opinions. Stick up two statement cards at opposite ends of the room: 

‘16 year olds should be allowed to vote’ AND ‘16 year olds should not be allowed to vote’

Students stand between the two statements at a point on the continuum that reflects the strength of their views and give reasons why they chose this position. After some discussion they may move their position, if they wish to reflect changed or more developed ideas. 
Reflection
5 min

Students choose one of the following topics to record a podcast, write a blog or create a journal entry:
· How is the preferential voting system better than that of first-past-the post?

· Why should young people vote?

· Should voting be compulsory?

· Should the voting age be lowered to 16 years of age?

Lesson 4: Why vote?
Overview
Civics and Citizenship curriculum content

	Curriculum
	Code
	Strand
	Description

	Victorian Curriculum
	VC2HC8K04
	Government and democracy
	How citizens can participate in Australia’s democracy, including use of the electoral system, contact with their elected representatives, use of lobby groups, and direct action

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8K01
	
	

	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8S04
	Civic participation and decision-making
	Explain the methods or strategies related to making decisions about civic participation



	Australian Curriculum
	AC9HC8S05
	Communicating
	Create descriptions, explanations and arguments using civics and citizenship knowledge, concepts and terms that reference evidence


Learning activities

	1. Why vote? 
	3. Who’s voting? (activity sheet)

	2. Who can vote? (activity sheet)
	4. Explaining my views (activity sheet)


	Learning intentions
	Success criteria

	Understand why it is important for young people to vote
	Provided reasons for voting

	
	Compared and discussed a range of electoral systems

	
	Outlined the benefits of participation in an election

	Essential questions
	Key concepts 

	How does voting affect me?
	Franchise is the right to vote.

	Why should I vote?
	


Additional resources

ITVS, What is democracy?, a lesson plan which discusses Please vote for me (2007), a documentary film about elections in primary school class in China, viewed 28 January 2015, <http://itvs.org/educators/collections/vote-democracy/lesson_plans/what-is-democracy>.
Activities

Activity 1: Why vote? 
 15 min
The purpose of this activity is for students to reflect on active citizenship, elections and voting. Students complete the online interactive quiz ‘Why vote?’ in the Vote module. After students click ‘Submit’, the next page shows their responses in comparison with other quiz participants.
Explain: While there is no right or wrong answer, to participate in a democracy you often need to justify and discuss your point of view, and listen to others.

For each quiz question, ask the class to consider their answer and the comparison answers shown on their screens, and ask one of the discussion questions from the choices below. These give students an opportunity to spark and participate in debate.

Discussion questions:

· Can you tell me why you answered this way? Can you think of different reasons as to why somebody might have the same answer as you? 
· What might make somebody answer differently?

· Do you think the answer would be the same for people from all over the city / state / country / world?

· What arguments can you give for or against your answer?

· Do you think there is ever a right answer to this question? Why or why not?

Activity 2: Who can vote? 
 10 min

This activity will explore the eligibility of voters. In pairs, students need to look at the provided cards and decide who can vote in the State election. Only Australian citizens, who are 18 years and over are able to vote. In order to enrol to vote, an elector has to provide a current residential address.

Students who are 16 years of age can enrol provisionally on the Federal roll, and when they are 17 on the State roll. Once they turn 18, their name will be automatically on the roll. Explain how students can enrol in order to vote.

Activity sheet: Who can vote?


Activity 3: Who’s voting?

 10 min

Why does a person vote?
Distribute to each student a card containing a voter trait. Ask them to think about the trait of their assumed person and to decide:
· Is this person likely to vote in the next election? Why /why not?

Voter groups and issues
Ask for all of those that are likely to vote to go on one side of the classroom and those who are not on the other. Each student should consider the following questions:

· What issues would be important to that particular person?

· What they might want the government to do about these issues?

From the voters who are likely to vote, ask them to raise their hands: 

· Would you consider issues important to young people when deciding who you will vote for?

Ask of the non-voting group:

· What would be the implication of this for young people?

Ask the class the following:

· Do you need the vote to get your voice heard in an election? Why?
· How and why other people influence our decision making — and should they?
Activity sheet: Who’s voting?


Activity 4: Explaining my views
 10 min

The purpose of this activity is for students to articulate their personal views on voting, evaluate whether these have changed and explain why, or why not.

Distribute around the room each card from the Activity sheet: Viewfinder. Ask students to find the card they would have identified most closely with at the start of this unit.

Explain: Imagine you are now 18 and it is time to vote in the State election. If the statement you are next to does not describe how you feel, move around to find a card that better matches your future self.
Discussion questions:

· How closely does this statement match how you think you will feel when you are 18 and it is election time? 

· Have your views changed? If so, how?

· Can you explain the reasons you chose these cards, and did or didn’t change your views?

· Are there any changes or qualifications you would make to statement itself?

Activity sheet: Viewfinder
Activity sheets

Activity sheet: Who can vote?
	Amal is 23 years old. She has been living and working in Australia for the last four years. She is a permanent resident. 
	John is 16 years of age and thinks it is really important to vote. 

	Satchin is 80 years old. He is now retired and he lives in a nursing home. 


	Sandra has been living in London for the past two years, she works there now.

	Adut arrived as a refugee from South Sudan this year. She is really looking forward to voting. 
	Simon lives on the streets. He wants to vote as government makes decisions on which homeless services should be funded. 



	Jessica is a 34 year old nurse who has arrived from UK. She is a citizen of Commonwealth. 
	Jordan is 21 years old. He has an intellectual disability. 

	Mei has been in Australia for the last twenty years. She is from China and she doesn’t speak, read or write any English. 
	Greg permanently moved to Wodonga from Sydney two weeks ago. He wants to vote in the Victorian State election. Can he? 

	Amal is 23 years old. She has been living and working in Australia for the last four years. She is a permanent resident. 
	John is 16 years of age and thinks it is really important to vote. 


Activity sheet: Who’s voting?

	You have lots of money
	You are on Centrelink

	You left school at 16
	You have been to university

	You parents always voted
	No-one in your family votes

	You own a house
	You live in a rented house

	You have a family
	You are single

	You are 40 years old
	You are 18 years old.

	You keep up to date with the news through papers, the internet or TV
	You don’t read the news in papers or on the internet or watch the news on TV

	You are a doctor
	You are a call centre worker

	You are religious
	You are not religious

	You don’t like any of your local candidates
	You are impressed by one of the local candidates


Activity sheet: Viewfinder

	I will vote because it is my responsibility to vote in elections. We want to live in a free society and voting is part of that freedom.
	I will vote because if lots of people don’t vote, it is more likely that extremist candidates will get into power.

	I mightn’t vote, because people can’t trust politicians. Most people think that they are just interested in a cushy job with lots of money, so I mightn’t vote for any of them.
	I mightn’t vote, because I’m just not interested in politics and don’t see how it affects me. Why should I vote?

	I mightn’t vote because I think my vote makes no difference in the end, so why bother.
	I will vote because it is one way I can make a difference to my community (or state, country or world) as an active citizen.

	I mightn’t vote because I don’t know enough about politics and can’t understand what the politicians are saying.
	I will vote because I don’t want to take our freedom for granted. In some countries people still can’t decide on their own government and they are prepared to go to prison fighting for that right.

	I will vote because young people are one of the groups least likely to vote.  This means that our voices are not being heard.
	I mightn’t vote because I can’t be bothered to go to a voting centre. Lots more people might vote if they could use the internet, texting or an app.

	I will vote because if I don’t, I can’t complain about a government that makes laws and policies that affect me badly
	[Write your own reason here]


� ABC 2010, Behind the News: Campaign Clichés, viewed on 12 October 2015, <� HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20100803-campaigncliches.pdf" �http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20100803-campaigncliches.pdf�>.
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