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Overview
Activate takes approximately three to seven weeks. Students analyse a range of actions taken in response to community issues, before forming their own goals and detailed action plans. Groups evaluate the most appropriate external partnership organisations and are supported to create formal proposals, meeting agendas and to contact decision-makers and representatives in local government, with an optional incursion/excursion activity.
Students also run a media campaign to raise awareness of their group’s issue, action and partnership.
Assessment
Activities in this teacher guide allow students to demonstrate achievement of:
	VCEVM Literacy Outcomes

	Unit 2:

	Outcome 1


	Explain the purpose, audience and main ideas of diverse arguments presented in different text types by creating a range of annotations, written, oral and multimedia responses reflecting that reflect learning.

	Outcome 2


	Interpret the values and opinions of others and present in oral form points of view supported by evidence.

	Unit 4: 

	Outcome 1


	Illustrate understanding of the use of language in advocacy by producing a range of written, visual and multimodal texts for the promotion of self, a product or chosen community group

	Outcome 2


	Negotiate the topic of choice for, and complete, an oral presentation that showcase reflections and evaluations of student learning. 


	VCEVM PDS Outcomes

	Unit 2:

	Outcome 1


	Describe concepts relating to citizenship and community (local, national and/or global), analyse the factors that influence the formation of community and apply strategies to promote community participation in an individual or group activity.

	Outcome 2


	Identify issues and challenges within the community, analyse different perspectives of diverse groups and apply learnt problem-solving strategies when working independently or collaboratively on a community-based activity.

	Outcome 3


	Discuss the concept of engagement as an approach to address community issues, analyse features of effective community engagement and work independently or collaboratively to design, implement and evaluate a community engagement activity.

	Unit 4: 

	Outcome 1


	Investigate and analyse an environmental, cultural, economic or social issue of significance to the community and plan a community project to address the chosen area of concern.

	Outcome 2


	Use project planning skills to implement a comprehensive plan to apply timely, affordable and effective responses to a community issue.

	Outcome 3


	Evaluate the effectiveness of the project planning and implementation, drawing together findings in a presentation to a relevant audience. 


All resource requirements
· laptop(s) with internet access, 1 per student
· projector and screen
· printer
· photocopier
· masking tape
· pens, pencils, textas, etc. for drafting or drawing posters and fliers
· printed and/or photocopied activity guides/sheets from Activities 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.7, 3.9
· 
students’ own:
· scissors
· materials from Research (in workbooks and Portfolios)
· still/film cameras (including smartphone cameras)
· resources outlined in groups’ action plan (for taking action in community with external partners)
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Activities
· [Optional] Activity 3.1: Change (card game)

3

Students explore, rank and choose a change to aim for.

· Activity 3.2: Action (card games)

5

Students play a variety of matching and ranking card scenario games that explore diverse actions on issues, before choosing actions to take in the community.

· Activity 3.3: Our action plan (online)

12

Students create an action plan containing SMART goals, specific steps, individuals’ responsibilities and deadlines.

· Activity 3.4: Partners (shortlist, Venn diagrams)

16

Students rank the most suitable community partners they found while researching, according to the organisations’ values and purposes.

· Activity 3.5: Partnership preparation (scenario cards)

18

Students analyse their Venn diagrams to create win-win partnership solutions.
· Activity 3.6: Contact a decision–maker (game, letter, incursion/excursion option)

20
Students consider which decision-makers have influence over their issue and action, and are supported to contact them.

· Activity 3.7: Partnership proposal (letter)

21
Students propose a community partnership via a formal letter.

· Activity 3.8: Action time (fieldwork)

24
Students take action in their community (for example: plan and run a concert, teach anti-bullying lessons at the local primary school, initiate a local service) by executing their action plan.

· Activity 3.9: Partnership meeting (fieldwork)

25

Students plan for and run a meeting with their external partners.

· Activity 3.10: Media campaign (fieldwork)

27

Students run a creative campaign to raise awareness of the issue and the action their partnership is taking.
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[Optional] Activity 3.1: Change (card game) 15+ min
Purpose:
· Students will explore and understand various forms of change.
· Students will consider the most appropriate goal for change in relation to their issue.
· Students will agree upon a goal for change, which will be included in their action plan.

VCEVM Outcomes:
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· PDS U4O1, U4O2, U4O3
Level of teacher support:
Provide resources. Initiate activity.

Resources:
· activity sheets/guides (below)
· scissors, 1 per group
Instructions:
· Ask students to think of their change goal, which they identified in their research report findings PowerPoint (or equivalent).
· One student will need to cut up the Change goals activity sheet, so that the group can play the card game ‘snap’.
· Ask students to follow the steps in their workbooks, which direct them to finalise their group’s goal: they call ‘snap’, when a card with an appropriate goal is played. Afterwards, they discuss and agree on a goal that suits their issue and group’s aim.
[image: image28.jpg]


Change, 1 per group
Change can include helping people to …
	access health, 
shelter, food or other basic needs
	gain skills or knowledge through training, education or experience
	be heard
	feel safe
	other? (your 
suggestions)

	see or spread positive messages about groups of people, cultures or demographics
	raise their own or others’ awareness of social, cultural and other topics
	use their abilities or talents
	experience or share understanding, empathy and kindness
	experience a 
diversity of views and cultures

	contact and influence decision-makers
	see, make or share artwork
	experience a sense of dignity, respect or inclusion
	improve their sense of wellbeing
	access information about health and rights

	access works of art and knowledge (history, science and more)
	change unfair or harmful 
stereotypes
	have social 
contact 
(people’s time, companionship or friendship)
	express 
themselves
	access and 
preserve recreational and natural environments
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Activity 3.2: Action (card games) 60+ min
Purpose:
· Students will view, discuss and compare examples of action taken in response to community issues.
· Students will gain ideas for actions to complete through their community partnership.
· Students will understand that activism can take many forms.
Note: This activity is important as a means of supporting 
students to understand, choose and create appropriate way of taking action on issues. 


VCEVM Outcomes :
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· PDS U4O1, U4O2, U4O3
Level of teacher support:
Provide resources. Initiate activity.

Resources:
· laptop
· projector
· What Activism Looks Like web page at http://passport.vec.vic.gov.au/activate/what-activism-looks-like/
· masking tape
· scissors, 1 per group
· activity sheets/guides (below)
· change cards (from previous activity)
Instructions:
· Set up laptop and projector. Play the short videos. Ask students to identify and share types of action taken in each video.
· Explain that students now need to complete the games on all four activity sheets, in their groups. Game instructions are written on each activity sheet.
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Youth actions, 1 per group
1. Youth actions
1. Each player chooses two community projects from the examples below. 2. For each project, find the change goal (from Activity 2 cards) that best matches each project below. 3. Highlight or circle the action(s) people took to achieve it. 4. Report back to the group on the actions found.
	[image: image35.png]


Free The Children is an international charity which was founded by Craig Kielburger when he was 12 years old. Craig gathered 11 school friends to begin fighting child labour. The charity has built over 650 schools, has provided clean water to over 1 million people and has supplied over $16 million in medical supplies all over the world, etc.
Image 1: Craig Kielburger with children in Ecuador. Copyright Free the Children, 2014 .
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H I

i 1 Minutes (note-taker): Mick Jagger

B Present: Keith Richards, Mick Jagger, David Bowie, Blondie, Joe Strummer

N 2 Apologies (absent): AlexTurner

Items for discussion:

g Community Partnership goals

g 3 Agreementsreached

i Next steps and personresponsible?

; 4 Any other business (that needs discussing)?

8 E
? 5 Date of next meeting:
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The Cummeragunja Walk-off is considered to be the first massive strike of Aboriginal people. Over 150 residents packed-up and left Cummeragunja, Aboriginal Station, in protest of the cruel treatment and exploitation of residents by the management. Officials were frustrated by Aboriginal rebellions and were embarrassed when the media began publishing stories about conditions Aboriginal people were living under. The Cummeragunja Walk-off in particular brought changes to the Aborigines Act of New South Wales.
Image 4: Photograph by A.J. Campbell, Echuca, Victoria, 1893, Museum Victoria Collection

	Big Issue is a social enterprise business. The not-for-profit organisation was formed to provide
employment for the homeless. All of the profits go back to the business and into paying homeless people who sell the monthly paper.
Image 3: Copyright Andrew Stawarz and licensed for reuse under CC-BY-ND 2.0 license
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Protestors against the Franklin River dam occupied the site in 1982, opposing the building of the dam. Arrests were made against the protestors which had significant coverage in the media. The Wilderness society published the photograph with a caption: ‘Could you vote for a party that would destroy this?’ which some believe lead to a Hawke government being elected in the Federal Parliament. Their election promise was to stop the dam from being constructed, on which they delivered.
Image 2: Copyright Kristina D.C. Hoeppner and licensed for reuse under CC-BY-SA 2.0 license.


	The Lunch Bunch is a group of students at Orange High School in California, USA. They worked for four years to advocate for healthier food choices in the canteen. These student activists led numerous changes including 1) introducing salads which are so popular the canteen often runs out; and 2) alternative vending machines that offer more nutritious choices, especially for after school sports activities.
	The Multnomah Youth Commission is a group of young people in Portland, USA, trying to make a difference in their community. They analysed the coverage of youth in the region’s largest daily newspaper, called The Oregonian, and found that few articles about youth were printed and those articles that were printed were about crime or sports. The MYC began working with newspaper staff to improve youth coverage and suggested the paper hire a youth beat reporter
to specifically cover youth issues and create a weekly feature on youth. Both recommendations were adopted and ’The Zone’ was created as a weekly feature.

	In the USA, Laurie Wolff was upset that her year 8 classmates who refused to do animal dissection were failing. She collected signatures on a petition and then testified before the Las Vegas education department, urging that students be given the option to do virtual dissections. One of the largest school regions in the country responded to this 12-year-old student’s call and adopted this policy. All schools in the region were given access to virtual dissections.
	Bronx Helpers (BH) is a group of young people in New York, USA, trying to make a positive change in their community. BH wrote a petition for a four-way stop sign at a dangerous intersection in their neighbourhood. They collected more than 1,000 signatures. These youth won support from local councils and persuaded the local traffic authorities to conduct a traffic study. But their proposal for a stop sign was rejected. BH kept up the pressure, which resulted in the local council
designating their community as a ‘slow zone’. It is now marked with blue signs and lowers the speed limit to 30 kph. Deomar, a 12 year old, said: ‘I feel happy and proud. We just kept trying and trying. We sent letters and made calls. We didn’t give up.’

	Student volunteers joined efforts led by a Maryland, USA, animal shelter that wanted a law passed so that pet stores needed to tell buyers if the dogs for sale were bred in puppy farms. Individual letters to local councillors and state members of parliament (that is, elected politicians) resulted in the by-law being passed.
	At age 15, Kelsey Juilana became one of the plaintiffs (that is, a person who sues another person or organisation) in a lawsuit. The lawsuit demanded the State of Oregon, USA, reduce carbon emissions and global warming. She says ‘we have a lot of corruption and money that influences our legislators’ and this legal strategy now has moved to the U.S. Supreme Court. To learn more about the Public Trust Doctrine: http://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/youth-engagement.


1. All American examples are from the Youth Activism Project’s Success Stories. A full citation is in References.
	Students at West Branch Middle School in Iowa, USA, saved the school nearly
$250 a month on electricity by using energy-saving T8 light bulbs. Their effort to cut electrical usage in all schools was initially met with resistance by the local
school council. The student proposal called for a low-interest loan to pay for more efficient bulbs and changing the light sockets. After four months of persistent lobbying by students, the cautious school council members approved the plan.
	As a year 8, Alec jumped into action after some of his friends thought Al Gore’s ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ film about global warming was a lie. He did some research and started making presentations about climate change. He established iMatter Youth Movement, a group of young people trying to make a difference. One of iMatter’s projects is the Sea Level Awareness Project (SLAP). For SLAP, Alec and others dig deep holes and install tall poles — especially along the coast — to get people to visualise that these areas will be underwater if sea levels continue to rise. His campaign landed him meetings with stat politicians and the former Vice President of the USA.

	The Hampton Youth Commission in Virginia, USA, is a group of young people who act on local issues. It is made up of 20 individuals between 14 to 18 years of age. They voted to recommend that bicyclists should be allowed to ride on footpaths. The local council gave the youth proposal serious consideration and amended the local by-laws. For more updates: www.altinc.org.
	A group of students from different schools in a USA state formed an alliance after they were worried about the effects of bullying and discrimination towards LGBTI and GSD identifying students. The students, with the support of the American equivalent of the state Governor-General, spoke at hearings, met with individual public servant lawmakers, organised a massive letter-writing campaign, and
held rallies and candlelight vigils that raised public support for a law that aims to ‘provide all students with a safe and supportive public education.’ Compelling
testimony (that is, first-person stories) by young people, based on their personal experiences of discrimination, convinced wary lawmakers to pass the landmark Gay and Lesbian Student Rights Law.

	The Humboldt Health is a group of students concerned about the young people’s wellbeing, from Zane Middle School in California, USA. They surveyed their peers and found that students dislike the water fountains because ‘the water is dirty and tastes bad.’ They made a presentation to the education and health departments, which approved their solution for hydration stations. The hydration station is an insert in the wall that dispenses water into refillable bottles using infrared sensors. Demand for water (not bottled water) is up!
	High school students in Arizona, USA, were outraged that their state voted to make Martin Luther King’s birthday a non-holiday. A group of students formed and agreed to take action on this, calling themselves the Scottsdale Six. Their idea was to put a bronze plaque at the Abraham Lincoln Memorial in the USA’s
capital city. This is where Rev. King delivered his famous ‘I Have A Dream’ speech in 1963. They launched a fundraising effort called ‘Pennies for a Monumental Difference.’ The students pestered the department of natural resources (which included parks), presented numerous plans, and eventually became members of the design team for the mini-museum. The museum is now in the basement of the monument below a famous statue of Lincoln and it commemorates Dr. King and other civil rights leaders. (Further, a referendum was passed in 1992 making Dr. King’s birthday a legal holiday in Arizona.)


1.
All American examples are from the Youth Activism Project’s Success Stories. A full citation is in References .
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Match the actions, 1 per group
2. Match the actions
1. Cut the table into opinion and action cards.
2. Spread out the action cards face up.
3. Put the opinion cards face down in one pile.
4. Turn over an opinion card and read aloud.
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Find the action card that is most helpful for achieving your goal.
	Opinion
	Action

	People are hooning and drag racing in our local area and I’m worried that it’s dangerous.
	Contact the State Member for your district and ask them what is currently being done and volunteer to help.
Organise a local fundraising event to support action being taken quickly.

	I have found out about the use of puppy farms to stock pet shops and am really upset about how the puppies are treated.
	Create a leaflet that outlines this issue and reminds consumers what to look for on product labels to ensure they don’t support the industry.

	I don’t like how much paper is wasted in our school.
	Find out which organisations have youth advisory groups that make recommendations to government on this issue and get involved.

	The local creek is filled with rubbish and debris and is really polluted. No one wants to go near there.
	Look at existing groups that support your issue and join them by starting a campaign in schools. Volunteer for a Helpline or other organisation that is aimed at supporting people around this issue.

	There are some really good street artists around here but they have nowhere to do their art.
	What action will you take?

	I hate how magazines and advertising target young people and make them obsessed with how they look.
	Contact your SRC to lobby for a change in school procedures. Or conduct a survey over a week to gather some data and create a public awareness campaign/drive to change people’s behaviour.

	My grandma is living in a retirement home that is practically falling down.
	Find a national charity or organisation that is already taking action on the issue and join. Raise awareness of their work by putting up posters or writing an article for a local publication.

	I’m concerned about deforestation, palm oil and the orangutans.
	Contact the State Member for your district and ask them what is currently being done and volunteer to help.
Organise a local fundraising event to support action being taken quickly.

	I want to do something to support our town after the recent floods, but don’t know what.
	Organise a local working bee and lobby for local businesses to make donations in exchange for good publicity.

	My concern is …
	Approach your local council and suggest that they consult young people on activities in the area. Maybe propose a special event for young people to express themselves.

	I’m worried about how high the youth suicide rate is in Australia.
	Volunteer to organise a working day to clean it up. Write a letter to the local paper explaining the issue and bring it up at the next local council meeting.

	My concern is...
	Make a petition to give to your local council and your MP. Organise a public meeting so you can get people to share their concerns.


Action examples, 1 per group (single sided)
Action Examples
1. Make a 3–4 meter arrow on the floor with masking tape.
2. Decide which end is called ‘helpful’. The other is called ‘less helpful’.
3. Cut up the table below into cards.
4. Deal all the cards out to group members.
5. Look up what the actions mean, if you don’t know.
6. First player puts a card on the arrow, in a spot


that matches how strongly they think that action would achieve their group’s change goal.
7. Other players decide if the placement is realistic. If not, move it and discuss.
8. After all players agree, the next player does the same.
9. The game finishes when all cards are in a line on the arrow.
10. Take a photo of the most helpful activities.
	contacting newspapers and media organisations
	concerts
	freeganism

	building or improving facilities
	fun runs
	guerrilla gardening

	contacting decision-maker
	street marches
	veganism or vegetarianism

	campaigning
	sit-ins
	culture jamming

	              educating the    community
	different forms of art
	street art and murals


	supporting ethical 
or local businesses
	boycotting
(such as not buying clothes from a certain clothing company because they exploit workers)
	protest songs

	peaceful protest
	social media to get the community involved, educated and taking action
	craftivism

	performing or arranging: a 
spoken-word drama or comedy; a   music, singing and/or dance production; a production with movement but no sound (mime); performances using any or all of these, for example a vigil such as a ‘Day of Silence’
	lawful demonstrations
	non-violent actions to help transform previously conflict-ridden 
 relationships between social groups, for example, through mixed sports or recreation clubs


	
prevention or causing of certain changes to the community, for 
example, stopping or encouraging a highway past a regional town
	community meals where everyone brings and shares a plate
	community gardening

	sharing of music, dance and other resources
	small book clubs 
about political issues
	forming an organisation to 
collect and distribute essential 
goods or services

	starting a cooperative
(to meet economic, 

social, cultural needs)
	mass festivals
	preserving, improving or building

community spaces

	running an event
	building construction projects that involve local participants rather than outside contractors
	other ideas?
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Activity 3.3: Our action plan (online) 60+ min
Purpose:
· Students will develop a project plan (‘action plan’), including project aims (desired change and action) each member’s responsibilities and likely obstacles and solutions.
· Students will review and adapt their action goals to ensure they are: specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, timely (‘SMART goals’).

VCEVM Outcomes:
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· PDS U4O1, U4O2, U4O3     

Level of teacher support:
Provide resources. Initiate activity.


Resources:
· laptops with internet access
· printer
· online action plan through the Passport to Democracy website
at http://passport.vec.vic.gov.au/activate/planning-for-action/
· activity sheets/guides (below)
Instructions:
· Direct students to the game called What’s the Problem? in Activate on the Passport to Democracy website, where they must overcome a series of obstacles to taking action in the community.
· Ask students to individually complete and print an online action plan through the Passport to Democracy website.
· Distribute activity sheets and ask students to complete the Breaking down the actions. For each action goal they need to ensure that it is SMART, using the table provided.
· Explain that the last step is determining responsibilities within the team using the Who and when? activity sheet.

Activity sheets in student workbooks:
· Breaking down the actions


· Who and when?


SMART goals, 1 per group
SMART Goals
	Are my goals
	Meaning
	Goals

	MEASURABLE
	What steps need to be taken to complete the action?
How will you measure the success of the action?
	· Change
· Action

	ACHIEVABLE
	Within your team do you have the skills to complete the action?
If not, can you gain them? How long will this take?
Can you complete the action during the class time? If not, what will your group members have to do outside the class?
	· Action

	REALISTIC
	A realistic action is one that your group is able to achieve. Ending world poverty is not a realistic goal. 
Why is your action realistic?
	· Change
· Action

	TIMED
	Are there deadlines for each task? 
How will you keep track of them? 
How will you update them if a deadline is missed?
	· Action
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Activity 3.4: Partners (shortlist, Venn diagrams) 30+ min
Purpose:
· Students will review partnership opportunities they have amassed.
· Students will agree on a shortlist of potential partners.
· Students will evaluate suitable partnership opportunities by identifying which shortlisted organisations share values and purposes with their group.
· Students will select the most appropriate organisation(s) to approach for partnership.

VCEVM Outcomes:
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· PDS U4O1, U4O2, U4O3

Level of teacher support:
Provide resources. Initiate activity.
Instructions:
· Ask students to follow the steps in their booklets until they have completed the shortlisting process:
· use the completed activity sheets and guides from Activity 2.2 and the brainstorm from Activity 2.8 to identifying  appropriate
community organisations with which they can form partnerships.
· After shortlisting is completed, explain that students need to visit shortlisted organisations’

Resources:
· laptop with internet access, 1 per group
· activity sheets/guides:
· students: completed brainstorm about possible partnerships on A3 or butcher paper (from Research, Activity 2.8)
· completed Support groups activity sheet (from Research, Activity 2.2)
· Support groups list activity guide (from Research, Activity 2.2)
websites to identify their purposes and values. Ask students to continue following the steps in their booklet to identify partnerships with shared points of view.
· You may wish to show the VEC example (on activity guide, below) first.
Sample Venn diagram, 1 per class
Example: Organisation

[image: image7]
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Activity 3.5  Partnership preparation (scenario cards) 20+ min
Purpose:
· Students will understand and apply the concept of win-win solutions to their potential partner organisations.
· Students will form supporting arguments to include in a proposal to community organisation(s).

VCEVM Outcomes:
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· PDS U4O1, U4O2, U4O3

Level of teacher support:
Provide resources. Initiate activity. Facilitate and prompt discussion where necessary.

Resources:
· students:
· completed activity sheets, from previous activity (Activity 3.4)
· action plans (in Portfolio, Activity 3.3) activity sheets/guides (below)
Instructions:
· Explain to students: The next step is to form a community partnership from your shortlist of organisations (Research).To influence these organisations agree to become partners, you need to show them what is in it for them. A win-win situation is when both people or groups involved in a situation get something good as a result of an action or partnership. In this activity, you need to think of solutions to scenarios that would be win-win situations. Students should then follow the steps in their booklet.
· After this, explain that students need to refer to the ‘Scenario’ instructions in their workbooks. Tell students they need to look at their Partners activity sheets and review each organisation before making a decision about whether the organisation could be a ‘useful’ partner.


Win-win solutions, 1 per group
	SITUATION
	WIN-WIN [image: image9.png]




	You and a friend go shopping and there is only one of the things that you both desperately want to buy. What do you do?
	

	You are studying for a test tomorrow and your brother arrives home and wants to relax by playing music really loud.
	

	You don’t want to be playing footy, but your parents are unrelenting about you playing a sport.
	

	You want to go to a concert with your friends, but your parents are not letting you go.
	

	In order to hold a fundraiser you need to get some sausages from your local butcher for free.
	

	To produce posters for your campaign you need access to the media room and the school printers. The media teacher is the only one with a key, and she needs to be there when you are using the room.
	

	You need to write an article in the school newsletter, but the deadline was yesterday.
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Activity 3.6: Contact a decision–maker (game, letter, 
incursion/excursion option) 30+ min
Purpose:
· Students will play a game to identify which level of government is linked to their issue and action plan.
· Students will use an online template to contact their Local Councillor or Member of Parliament.
· [optional] Students may wish to arrange a visit from/to their local council.

VCEVM Outcomes:
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· PDS U4O1, U4O2, U4O3

Level of teacher support:
Provide resources.
Note:
Know your Council website is very good at explaining, simply, the roles and responsibilities of local councils. It may be helpful for students wishing to pursue partnerships with local councils/councillors.

Resources:

· laptops with internet access
· websites:
· access to Parliament of Victoria YouTube videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-cJORwFAQA and https://www.vyoutube.com/watch?v=teSUazOJt3Q
· access to game: Who Decides? 
(http://passport.vec.vic.gov.au/decide/whodecides/)
· access to letter template at Who can help me? at
http://passport.vec.vic.gov.au/research/who-can-help-me/
· access to Know your Council website about attending council meetings at https://knowyourcouncil.vic.gov.au/ guide-to-councils/how-councils-make-decisions/council- meetings
Instructions:
· Explain to students that one role of local representatives is to seek action and change on issues brought to them by citizens in their area (known as constituents). Explain that you are going to show them some short videos in which a representative explains the best ways for citizens to ask for her help and/or partnership on issues. Show students the short videos.
· Ask students to play ‘Who Decides’. After this, ask students to identify which level of government their issue and action plan is most closely linked to.


· Explain that students have the choice of:
· Contacting the appropriate representative to seek action or help on their issue via Who can help me?
· Arranging a visit to/from their local council. They/the class can attend a local council meeting, or arrange for representatives from the local council to visit the class as an incursion. Helpful people to ask: staff at the local council, or youth development officers
· Standing for nomination as a local councillor themselves! Explain that young people are under-represented at local, state and federal government levels. The nomination requirements are on this form and at the VEC’s website.
Activate—Teacher guide
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Activity 3.7: Partnership proposal (letter) 60+ min
Purpose:
· Students will create an effective letter (or equivalent) to propose a community partnership with an organisation.
· Students will apply their (previously collected) supporting evidence regarding the issue’s causes and effects, the organisation’s common values, purposes and the likely win-win solutions of partnership.
Level of teacher support:
Provide resources. Initiate activity.

VCEVM Outcomes:
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· Literacy U4O1
Resources:
· laptops with internet access
· activity sheets/guides (below)
· students:
· completed research report findings (Activity 2.7), completed activity sheets: Breaking down the actions, Who and when? (Activity 3.4) and Partners (Activity 3.5), action plans, and other materials collected in Portfolios
· phones (if appropriate, for ascertaining an organisation’s best contact person)
Instructions:
· Explain that students need to write a formal partnership proposal to their chosen organisation. Ask students to follow their workbooks’ steps carefully, before delivering their proposal to the organisation.
· These steps direct students to choose their top two partnership organisations and complete the activity sheet in their workbooks: My letter plan: partnership proposal. The proposal will be reviewed by another group, before a letter is drafted. Students should edit their peers’ letters until they are satisfied they are complete and is ready for delivery.
Formal wording, 1 per student
Formal wording
	formal greetings

	Dear Madam or Sir Dear Madam/Sir Dear Mr.  
 Dear Ms.  
  To Mr.  
 To Ms.  
 
To Whom It May Concern

	formal introductions

	Thank you for taking time to read our letter. We appreciate your time in reading this letter.
We are senior Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Major (VCEVM) students at Mars College, currently in the final semester of our vocational learning qualification.
As regular customers of McTacoland in Mars, we enjoy your tacos very much.
We are writing to seek your partnership and support as we try to improve the … in …..

	formal sign-offs

	Yours Sincerely Yours Faithfully Sincerely

	evidence (include evidence/arguments from the work you’ve done)

	· Research findings PowerPoint report (in Portfolio)
· Fieldwork research (in Portfolio)
· Your research activity sheets(about issue: causes, effects, people impacted, in Research workbooks)
· Partners activity sheets (in Activate workbooks)
· Action plan in Portfolio with Who and when? and Breaking down the actions worksheets (in Activate workbooks)


Structure of letters, 1 per student
Structure of letters
This example from Australia Post shows the structure and layout of a formal or business letter.

[image: image16]
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Activity 3.8: Action time (fieldwork, run simultaneously with Activities 3.9 and 3.10 for some weeks)
Purpose:
· Students will complete the practical tasks in their action plans.
· Students will complete additional tasks and contingencies necessary for the completion of their group’s project, which may not have been included in their action plans.

VCEVM Outcomes :
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· PDS U4O1, U4O2, U4O3
· Literacy U4O1, U4O2 

Level of teacher support:
Provide resources. Initiate activity.

Resources:
· each group should refer to their action plan, which lists resources needed to take action.
Instructions:
· Explain to students that they need to begin completing the steps in their action plans. Explain that they need to keep doing this outside of class, as while in class, they will be doing other activities that support their action(s) and partnership.
Notes:
These steps will need to be completed outside of class time. Some preparatory tasks may be completed in class, as appropriate.
At the same time, they should be raising community awareness of their action (Activate, Activity 3.10) and taking necessary steps to seek and maintain a community partnership (as identified in Activate, Activities 3.4, 3.5 and 3.10)
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Activity 3.9: Partnership meeting (fieldwork) 30+ min
Purpose:
· Students will arrange and prepare for a meeting with community partners.

VCEVM Outcomes:
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· PDS U4O1, U4O2, U4O3

· Literacy U4O1, U4O2 

Level of teacher support:
Provide resources.

Resources:
· activity sheets/guides (below)
· students:
· pen, notebook and/or laptop for meeting
· phone
Instructions:
· Ask students to follow the instructions in their workbooks.
· These steps direct students to follow up the organisation they approached. This can be done over the phone or via email. If organisation
is unable to support, students might need to approach additional groups/organisations/ services, until successful.
· The steps also direct students to set up a meeting to discuss the partnership proposal. A sample meeting agenda is included.
· Each student in the group needs to contribute to finalising the minutes after the meeting.



Activity guide in student workbooks:
· Sample agenda
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Activity 3.10: Media campaign (fieldwork) 45+ min
Purpose:
· Students will raise community awareness about their group’s action and issue.

VCEVM Outcomes :
This activity allows students to provide evidence of:
· Literacy U4O1, U4O2

Level of teacher support:
Provide resources.
Instructions:
· Explain the worked example on the Prepare a media campaign activity sheet to the class. Ask students to follow the instructions in their workbooks.
· Explain that students can discuss in groups, but each need to complete their own Prepare a media campaign activity sheet.
· After the media campaigns are planned, groups need to produce the materials, while simultaneously completing other steps of their project’s actions.
Notes:
The timing listed includes planning, not materials’ creation and distribution time.
Students should be given further time in class for self-directed preparation of media materials.
Students should be encouraged to approach local businesses and seek support in producing bulk media and advertising materials/space.

Resources:
· laptops with internet access
· printer
· photocopier
· pens, pencils, textas, etc. for drafting or drawing posters and flyers
· activity sheets/guides (below)
Activity sheet in student workbooks:
· How to prepare a media campaign

Detailed sample answers: How to prepare a media campaign, for teacher’s information/use
	Example: community concert campaign
	Questions
	Our campaign

	1. High-school students
2. Primary-school students
3. Local council and sports club
4. Local community members and families
5. Local businesses
6. Local and state media (Local Leader, other newspapers)
7. Music fans
	1.
Who needs to know about it?
	

	1. Insta, Snapchat, Facebook
2. Parents or teachers
3. Formal letter or email
4. Posters, newspapers, radio ads, school newsletters
5. Fliers and posters
6. Phone call or email to journalists
7. Beat magazine, community radio stations like RRR and PBS
	2. How does each audience like to get messages?
	

	1. Pictures, slang, humour
2. Colours, pictures, ‘fun’
3. Formal and professional tone
4. Community-building aspects of our action, improving the issue, safety of concert, fun for young people
5. Celebrate and support our local area
6. Emphasise ‘community-building’, ‘fun’, ‘youth-driven’ action and issue we’re improving
7. Concert’s music genre, style, local bands, issues we’re improving
	3.
What words, sayings or styles will appeal to each audience?
	

	1. Social media; school newsletter; form assembly
2. School newsletter; parents
3. Direct delivery
4. Visual messages placed and left around the community; radio ads; school newsletters
5. Deliver direct to businesses and ask permission to display
6. Direct phone call or email
7. Contact directly
	4.
How will the messages reach the audience?
	

	· Charlotte is great at art
· Matt is funny and can prepare a good radio ad
· Justin’s Dad knows someone who works at local radio station
	5. What skills or influence can our group use here?
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Activate review: VCEVM achievements
Note:
You should move on to the activities in Vote, while students are still running their actions/partnerships. This is because the Vote activities involve progress updates and reflection upon surprises, challenges and obstacles, which may assist students to complete their action/partnership goals.
Allow students some class time to review their Activate workbooks and Portfolios. They need to ensure:
· all checklists in student workbooks are accurately completed
· all photo/film footage of learning activities is collected in Portfolios
· all teacher observations and/or materials constituting evidence of the VCEVM Learning Outcomes are recorded and collected in workbooks/Portfolios.
Our group
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