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Module 1: Issue
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Activity sheet: The change scale
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Case Study 1: Tecoma ‘No McDonalds’ campaign 
Tecoma is a suburb in the eastern area of Melbourne, in the foothills of Dandenong Ranges, between Upwey and Belgrave (Puffing Billy).The suburb is part of the Shire of Yarra Ranges. 

In 2011, the council of Shire of Yarra Ranges reject the McDonald’s planning application to build a restaurant on the main road. The McDonald’s building permit attracted 1,100 written objections.

However the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) overruled the council's decision and McDonald’s was allowed to build a restaurant. This sparked a series of protests by the local residents, such as marches on the streets of Tecoma, occupying the roof of the building and access to the site.  

The protestors were opposing the idea of a fast food chain restaurant because of its proximity to the local primary school, increase in ‘rubbish dump’ from the customers, impact on other smaller local eateries, congestion for the local traffic as well as generally being opposed to the idea of McDonalds and what it represents. 

In September 2013, campaigners delivered a petition containing 97,000 signatures to the McDonalds global headquarters in Chicago. 

McDonalds opened in April 2014, with protestors still protesting in front of the building. 
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Case Study 2: Family room in the Children’s Hospital - WA 
 
​​​Case Study 3: ‘Trains not toll roads’
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Case study 4: Lobby group

Association for Children with Disability 
Lobby groups are organisations or associations formed by the like-minded citizens, by binding together their resources (knowledge and skill) they aim to persuade the government or its departments to take a certain course of action on an issue. These lobbyists spend the majority of their time trying to influence legislation that impacts on their members' issues. When government asks for comments on projects or changes to the policies, lobby groups are usually the first ones to respond.

Apart from the lobby groups there are also:

· Consultants – hired lobbyist on behalf of clients, the client can be a person, company or an organisation. 

· Corporate lobbyists – works for a company, whose aim is to influence the politicians and to gain access to political information.  
Changing Places 
[image: image12.png]Local campaigners play an Important rol I rasing awareness of the reasons we need Changing Places facities and
encouraging local counciks,developers and faciies managers to include Changing Places in their development and
renovation plans. The Changing Places project sl new to Australa and we'e looking for other groups and Indviduals
tojin s and advocate for Changing Places in their communiy.

Changing laces campaign for Chadstone Shopping
centre

campaign group: Danne and Brendan McCarthy

Campaigring for: A Changing Place faclty at Chadstone.
Shopping Centre

Campaign status: Current

Read more.





Casey study 5: Union 

Shop Distributive and Allied Employees Association (SDA) 
Photo Source: SDA
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FOR $8.08 an hour, Elizabeth Anile serves bread to
customers, gives them a smile and cleans the shop
she works in from top to bottom

The job at her local Baker's Delight is the 16-year-
old's first— not including a bit of filing for Dad —
and she says it's not a bad one, as far as after-
school jobs go.

She thinks she receives extra to work the
weekends, but is not sure whether she is entitled to
time-and-a-half or double pay.

But ask her whether the junior wage should be
abolished and her answer is a strident 'no”.

“I think there should be a junior wage compared to
the senior wage, just because I'm young and older
people have lots more responsibility, while | have
none,” she said.

The year 11 student knows it can be hard for
teenagers in some industries to hold on to their
casual jobs once they turn 18 and she believes that
abolishing the wage would give employers even
less incentive to hire young people.

Elizabeth Anile
Photo: Michael Clayton-Jones

"My friends, they find it hard enough to get work,"
she said.

And even though she feels she does the same
quality of work as colleagues, Ms Anile says older
workers had eamed the right to higher pay because
of their experience and knowledge

DEWI COOKE
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AM By Will Ockenden
Updated 10 Apr 2013, 11:55am

Australia's retail union is heading for a clash
with industry over a push to increase the pay
for workers under 21.

Currently many employees on minimum wages will
only receive full pay when they turn 21, something
that unions say is unfair.

The union will launch a campaign today in
Canberra, calling on the Government to support its
claim at the Fair Work Commission.

Luke Coleman is an 18-year-old fast-food industry
worker. He says he says old enough to fight for the
country and vote in elections so he should be paid
as much as an adult.

PHOTO: Employer groups wam a rise in youth wages will cause
them to lay off young staff.
(Getty Images: Andreas Rentz, file photo)

MAP: Australia ©

"I've got the same costs as anyone else but | don't
make the same, which is really not fair considering | can do just as much, if not more than them," he
argued.

At the moment, a permanent full-time 18-year-old retail worker is paid about $5 less per hour than
someone who is 21.

"I don't get a discount on fuel, or even moving out for rent, or for my uni fees, so why should | have
discount work?" he asked rhetorically.

The retail union says it is time things changed, and has made its detailed case to the Fair Work
Commission.

"A young person can start in retail at say 15 years of age. They're on 45 per cent of the adult rate," said
the Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees (SDA) union's national secretary, Joe de Bruyn.

"Then when they're 16 they go to 50 per cent, and thereafter they go to 60 per cent, 70 per cent, 80 per
cent and so on, and at 21 they finally get to the adult rate."

The SDA is also lobbying the Federal Government to support his union's claims.

"If you go into a retail store and see young people working on registers side by side with older people you
can see they're doing exactly the same work, and the principle of equal pay for equal work should be
applied to young people," Mr de Bruyn added.
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About 1000 people gather on the Momington Peninsuta to pro

t the tip on August 26. Photo: Supplied

A proposal to build a tip a few hundred metres from Arthurs Seat State Park has been rejected
by Victoria's Environment Protection Authority, but the company behind the project may appeal.

The plan to backfil a scenic quarry at Dromana on the Mornington Peninsula attracted more
than 850 submissions to the EPA amid a fierce and highly-organised community campaign
against the tip.

While the Peninsula Waste Management (PWM) project was hailed as a 20-year solution to the
area’s rubbish needs, the EPA found regional circumstances did not exist to warrant the
development

They also echoed the concemns of residents who argued the rubbish tip could impact local flora
and fauna and increase the risk of bushfire in the sensitive area

“[The] EPA has determined that the Dromana landfill proposal does not comply wiith a number of
threshold issues around groundwater, construction design and management,” the EPA said in a
statement

This decision was met with disappointment by PWM which said it was made aware of the news
not by the EPA, but by a press release from the member for Nepean, Martin Dixon.

The company is yet to consider its next steps, including if it will appeal the decision.

PWM chairman lan Vaughan said the regional waste plan had listed the quarry as the
replacement to the current Rye landfill, which is due to reach capacity in 2017

He argued the site was ideal to serve the waste disposal needs of the region in the future. It
seems that the practical, lowest-cost solution had been rejected in favour of an, as yet,
unidentified solution,” Mr Vaughan said.

“The fact is, in six and seven years there wiill be no airspace for landfill in the south-east.

“Without this site, waste will have to be transported long distances and there will have to be a
transfer station on the peninsula for kerbside collection of vehicles.”

The quarry tip had generated passionate opposition, culminating in a protest last month where
about 1000 people gathered to spell out the viords "NO TIP" in large letters.

That campaign was co-ordinated by the Peninsula Preservation Group, which had started to
gather donations for legal costs for an expected stoush in VCAT.

The group's president, Jacinta Banks, said she hoped Friday marked the end of the matter. She
wants the land, owned by charity the R E. Ross Trust, to eventually become part of the state
park.“That viould be a perfect solution because that viould make the corridor for fauna just
massive and viould see such a regeneration of everything,” she said.



Case study 6: Community group 

Peninsula Preservation Group Inc. 

Photo source: The Age 

Activity sheet: Opinion and action
	Opinion
	Action

	People are hooning and drag racing in our local area and I’m worried that it’s dangerous.


	Make a petition to give to your local council and your MP. Organise a public meeting so you can get people to share their concerns.

	I have found out about the use of puppy farms to stock pet shops and am really upset about how the puppies are treated.


	Find a national charity or organisation that is already taking action on the issue and join. Raise awareness of their work by putting up posters or writing an article for a local publication.

	I don’t like how much paper is wasted in our school.
	Contact your SRC to lobby for a change in school procedures. Or conduct a survey over a week to gather some data and create a public awareness campaign/drive to change people’s behaviour.

	The local creek is filled with rubbish and debris and is really polluted. No one wants to go near there.
	Volunteer to organise a working day to clean it up. Write a letter to the local paper explaining the issue and bring it up at the next local council meeting.

	There are some really good street artists around here but they have nowhere to do their art.
	Approach your local council and suggest that they consult young people on activities in the area. Maybe propose a special event for young people to express themselves.

	I hate how magazines and advertising target young people and make them obsessed with how they look.
	Find out which organisations have youth advisory groups that make recommendations to government on this issue and get involved.

	My grandma is living in a retirement home that is practically falling down.
	Organise a local working bee and lobby for local businesses to make donations in exchange for good publicity.

	I’m concerned about deforestation, palm oil and the orangutans.
	Create a leaflet that outlines this issue and reminds consumers what to look for on product labels to ensure they don’t support the industry.

	I want to do something to support our town after the recent floods, but don’t know what.
	Contact the State Member for your district and ask them what is currently being done and volunteer to help. Organise a local fundraising event to support action being taken quickly.

	I want to do something to support our town after the recent floods, but don’t know what.
	Contact the State Member for your district and ask them what is currently being done and volunteer to help. Organise a local fundraising event to support action being taken quickly.

	I’m worried about how high the youth suicide rate is in Australia.
	Look at existing groups that support your issue and join them in lobbying federal MPs and the Minister for health to start a campaign in schools. Volunteer for a helpline or other organisation that is aimed at supporting people around this issue.

	My concern is...
	What action will you take?


Nothing has been achieved as the result of the action. Only a few community members acknowledged that the issue is important.








More community members are aware of the issue. Some have even changed their opinions. Only local media covered the issue. The local member is aware, but was unable to assist.





The campaign achieved its goal. It changed the situation for the better. Media coverage of the campaign increased the importance of the issue to the community. The outcome will benefit all of the members of the community.
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there have been fresh calls from Australan Medical Association WA president Michae!
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Read more.
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The media are getting involved!
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